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Over the winter season, we completed many rescues, treatments, and releases of
a wide variety of species. Some of their stories are in the following “Arrivals and
Releases” section of the newsletter, such as the bald eagle pictured below rescued
this year. With the spring, we will become even busier as more orphaned babies will
require rescue and care.
As always, we remain grateful to our hard working volunteers who conduct rescues,
raise orphans, complete tasks at the Center, and support us in many ways. We are
also fortunate to receive help from local veterinarians who examine, x-ray, and
diagnose many cases for us. Of course, without our supporting, donating members,
we could not conduct the multitude of services necessary to ensure the excellent
care that we have always provided to our wild animal patients. Together, we hope to
enjoy an exciting and successful year ahead.
This spring, we are completing $7,000 worth of building renovations, including
re-roofing of the large aviary, raccoon cage, squirrel house, and feed shed. We
would be grateful for donations to help cover this cost, which is above and beyond
normal operating expenses.
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American Bald Eagle

Arrivals and Releases

On January 10, this year, we received a call from our volunteer, Sandy Juba, at The Great Outdoors
in Titusville about a bald eagle which was down and not flying well. Sandy had just undergone
surgery on her foot and was not very mobile, but she enlisted the help of good friends, Mr. and Mrs.
Mattila to capture the big bird and transport him to our facility. Overall, the eagle looked pretty
good with no fractures; but he was obviously in a weakened condition and needed care. We placed
him in one of our heavy duty steel kennels and made plans to transfer him the following day to the
Audubon Center for Birds of Prey in Maitland, Florida.
The next morning, my mom, Alice Kerr, and I made the 50 mile round trip to deliver the bald eagle
to the expert staff at the BOP Center. It was tentatively determined that there were no serious
injuries to the bird, but he was under weight. Interestingly, the eagle had leg bands which revealed
some of his history. He had been in the states of New York and Maryland, so he was quite a
traveller.
Over the next six weeks, the eagle fully recovered, and the staff at the BOP Center transported him
back to The Great Outdoors where they graciously allowed Karen Mattila to release him.
Several other eagle rescues were successfully achieved over the winter months by Esther Plummer,
and Lindy & Lindsay Williams. In December, the ladies drove all the way to Lemon Bluff, Florida,
and Lindsay was able to catch the eagle in her net after a brief run. The bird had sustained some
injuries, from which he had time to recover at the Birds of Prey Center.
Yet another eagle had a fractured leg for which he had surgery and a longer recovery time than the
others with less serious wounds.

Carol Hardee and eagle, Jan. 10, 2013

Karen Mattila releasing the eagle
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Arrivals and Releases
Photo left, Ron Hardee posed with two of the
young river otters which were receiving four
bottles of otter formula per day. We also began
to offer small smelt (fish), which they enjoyed
as well. River otters are members of the weasel
family and have musk glands on either side of
their anus. When perturbed, they can emit the
musk, which is a deterrant to other animals-not a
pleasant aroma at all!! Photo below-an otter
chewing on his fleece blanket.

River Otters

We received a juvenile, male otter for care on February 27. He was in good condition other than
being hungry. Four times per day, he received his bottle of warm formula which he eagerly took
without reservation. Through the years, we have named many otters and have often used names for
them beginning with the letter O. Having already used the names: Oscar, Otto, Ollie, Odie, Opie,
Ozzie, and so forth, we decided on calling this one “Otis”. He weighed in at 2 pounds 9 ounces, a
nice size compared to some of the new borns received over the years! When we admit baby otters
in December or early January, they are very young, even neonates, while those coming in by
February and March are always older because the mothers usually give birth in December.
On March 1, Seminole County Animal Control rescued another baby from someone’s yard, where
it was observed with no mother. They transported the baby to Dr. Pultz’s office in Oviedo, where
Ron and I drove to get it. This one was a 2 pound 3 ounce little female, who was very hungry.
When we gave her a bottle of formula, she would clamp her mouth on it so hard that we had to
wait a while in order to feed her; and when she finished, it was a battle to remove the nipple from
her mouth. After a few feedings, the little girl calmed down and knew that she would be fed. We
decided to name her Whiskers. Three days after administering vaccinations, we were able to place
the otters together. They were so very happy to have the companionship of their own kind. A third
baby otter (female, “Silky”) was admitted on March 2, and she, too, was uncomfortable with the
new feeding for the first few attempts but then realized that we would not harm her. Then, otter #4
was admitted, a small boy(“Dinky”) weighing only 1 pound 12 ounces. All progressed well and
had no serious physical problems, other than mild to moderate dehydration.
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Arrivals and Releases
Eastern Gray Squirrels

Many of the fall gray squirrels were released over the winter and more babies were admitted for
care. Our friends in the northern states must think it odd that we are able to release animals over
the winter; however, we are fortunate to have weeks of warm weather available in Florida over
these months. Of course, when a cold snap is predicted, we wait until the weather is suitable again
for a release. Quite a few babies came to us in February and only a few still receive their formula
at this time. Once weaned, we place them in an outdoor enclosure in small groups of 4-8, where
they can exercise and acclaimate to the sights and sounds of the natural world.
Left, Annabelle munched on maple seeds,
which all squirrels love. She was raised
by volunteers, Christine and Brian Roy of
Port St. John, who provide excellent care
for their squirrels.

Above is a gray squirrel not yet weaned.

These two baby girls did not have
their eyes open yet when admitted.
At this stage of development, they
are housed in a plastic “playmate”
container placed on a heating pad
set on low. We also usually place a
towel or two between the container
and the pad so that the babies do not
over heat.
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Arrivals and Releases

Southern Flying Squirrels

We received many flying squirrels over the fall and winter-all now weaned and housed in an
outdoor enclosure from which they will soon be released. In the photo above, three of the little rascals are relishing their corn on the cob, one of many types of produce donated by the Pubilx store on
south Alafaya Trail, Eastwood location. Flying squirrels in care are typically provided with a similiar diet to the eastern gray squirrel. They enjoy pecans, roasted peanuts, sunflower seeds, almonds,
rodent chow, bird seed, grapes, tomatoes, squash, pumpkin seeds, acorns, hickory nuts, and so forth.
Flyers are nocturnal animals and typically emerge from their nests well after sunset. When it is
cold, they will congregate together in one nest area to share body heat. Belying their name, they
do not actually fly but rather glide from one area to another by stretching their skin flaps like a sail.
They have large eyes, which is usual for many nocturnal species, and vocalize with a high pitched
chirp that is bird-like in quality.
I have successfully raised flying squirrels that were new borns, but it was a very time consuming
effort. It is certainly an easier task when they are older than 2 weeks of age.

This little guy enjoyed his formula.
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Arrivals and Releases
Raccoons

Many injured and orphaned raccoons have arrived for care over the past months. One adult male
was brought in by a kind lady who observed him being struck by a car. She was able to bring him
to us since he was comatose. For the first few days and nights, Ron held the raccoon on a towel in
his lap while I administered fluids sub-q. I really had very little hope that he would recover, but
through years of experience, I have learned that animals can beat the odds. By the third day, and for
several days thereafter, I fed the raccoon crushed grapes twice per day using a very long
forceps. He was sitting up at this point but was still unable to eat on his own. After a few more
days, the raccoon finally began to feed himself, and I knew that he had a good chance of recovery
at this juncture. After more days of progress, we were finally able to place the raccoon in a large
outdoor enclosure where he could eat, climb, and sleep in saftey. I was so pleased when we were
able to release him fully restored and well.
In March, we admitted three baby raccoons found in a warehouse, crying with no mother to be seen.
They had been found on a Saturday, but the people working there thought that the mother raccoon
would return. No one was at the building on Sunday, and by Monday, the three babies were
screaming from hunger. At that point, one of the workers called and was willing to bring the babies
to volunteer, Esther Plummer after work that day. Esther warmed them and gave them sub-q fluids
as well as Pedialyte by mouth. They were definately in trouble after the ordeal. The next
morning, I got the three babies from Esther, who already had a group of raccoons in care, and we
prefer to keep groups separate when possible. I continued the clear fluids orally for two more
feedings before beginning watered down formula for the next two meals. Each time we fed them,
they improved by leaps and bounds. By the third day, all looked normal, were receiving full
strength formula, and we could finally breathe a sigh of relief.
Photo, below, Ron Hardee with the tiny orphans

Above, adult raccoon recovered from a car hit
Below, a juvenile raccoon
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Arrivals and Releases

Great Horned Owls

On March 3, volunteer transporter, Sandy Juba of Titusville, brought in a baby great horned owl
found after the nest had blown down from a pine tree. The following morning, another baby was
found and a parent owl was observed nearby. I contacted the staff at the Birds of Prey Center, and
they had advised getting the second owl, transporting both babies to them, and they would arrange
placing a platform in the tree so that the owlets could be returned to the parent birds. This is what
we did and were so grateful that the babies were returning to their parents on March 10. In the
photo, above right, I fed one of the owl chicks, who readily ate until quite full. In the photo above,
left, the two youngsters await their hour long drive to the BOP Center in Maitland.

Citrus rat

Wading/Water Birds/Cranes
Esther Plummer and Lindy Williams went out on
numerous rescues these past months. They are so
skilled at capturing animals. In mid-March, they were
able to catch an injured sandhill crane with a wing
fracture, which Sea World then accepted for care.
Unfortunately, we are unable to capture birds with leg
or beak injuries when they have the ability to fly. It can
be heart breaking for the observer to feel helpless in
these cases. Photo below, an injured coot.
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This Florida Citrus rat, was admitted
when her eyes were still closed, but she
ate formula well for me, and, in time, was
ready for release.

Arrivals and Releases
Songbirds

Over the late winter and early spring months, various songbirds came through our door. The cedar
waxwing pictured below was stunned when it flew into a window glass. After a few days in care,
the bird fully recovered. The nice people who had brought it in were willing to drive it back For a
release at their house where they had observed another waxwing near the bird after his colission.
We wanted to return the waxwing to the area where his flock was.
Friend, Stephanie Barker, rescued a cardinal that had flown into a window, receiving a concussion.
After a week in care, that bird also fully recovered, and we took the bird to Stephanie’s yard so that
she could rejoin her family.

Cedar Waxwing
Red Bellied Woodpecker

Yellow Bellied Sapsucker
Ron Hardee and Stephanie Barker released a
recovered cardinal
Photo left, a catbird enjoyed
an orange, and right, a painted
bunting used the bird bath this
spring. These birds were not in
our care, but we enjoy
providing for them.
8

Opossums

Arrivals and Releases

We received a car hit, adult, male opossum who is on the road to recovery. His photo is below, left,
with my mom, Alice Kerr, who has been feeding him twice daily.
In March, we received an injured mother opossum with four pouch babies from the nice folks at
Disney’s Animal Kingdom (DAK). The veterinarian at DAK had repaired the opossum’s wound
and one of the wildlife interns transported her to us within a day or two along with the medication
that the opossum needed. Her photo is below, right, and she is recovering very nicely.
Soon, orphaned, baby opossums will begin to arrive for care at our Center. Those under 60 grams
in weight will be fed by oral tubes while older individuals can lap the formula from shallow lids or
dishes. Female opossums can give birth to ten or more babies; however, the biggest batches that we
have admitted have numbered nine. The Virginia opossum is North America’s only marsupial,
nursing their babies in the mother’s pouch after birth and for the next three months.

Cottontail Rabbits
Through the winter and into the
spring months, we received infant
rabbits for care. We thank fellow
rehabilitator Gail Harris for her
help with raising them. Gail has
a wonderful setting of 40 acres in
Geneva, Florida, and we work well
together saving lives.
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In February, our wonderful friends at Disney”s Animal Kingdom (DAK) transported six large, well
constructed cages to us as a donation. We wish to thank Jill, Leeanne, and Lori for these great gifts.
Photo above, Carol Hardee, Jill, and Leeanne.
My mom, Alice Kerr, and I posed for
this photo after releasing a group of
gray squirrels on private land where
we have permission to release. We are
so fortunate to have my mother’s help
on a daily basis and are in awe at her
good health and unflagging energy.
Not only does she feed wild animals in
our care, she also has 5 rescued indoor
cats to care for each day. Mom has
always been an animal person, and I
grew up helping her to raise orphaned
songbirds during my childhood. Those
years molded my personality and placed
me on the path to becoming a wildlife
rehabilitator. My father, Henry Kerr,
died 20 years ago, but I fondly
remember his bringing home, in his
shirt pocket, a tiny kitten that
someone had thrown from a car. We
named the kitty, Rusty, and gave him a
home. When individuals ask me how
I got started in the rehab profession, I
have to credit my parents for setting
their example of kindness to all animals.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Sandy Juba with rescued great horned owl chick
Terri White with squirrels that she raised.
Terri just completed her rabies vaccinations
and will help to raise raccoons as well.

Dr. David Jourdenais and Courtney
Hensley examined an injured
baby raccoon at
Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital

Iris & Bob Reynolds,
squirrel parents

Nap and Joanne Salvail raise gray squirrel babies
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Squirrel volunteers,
Brian & Christine Roy
Donna Holly, squirrel mom, who raised
58 babies for us last year!

Melanie Freire, transporter, talks to
volunteers, Lindy and
Lindsay Williams

Leslie Johnson, Gail Harris, and Wayne Koloday
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Tom Capellini working at the Center.

Veterinarian, Dr. Kerry Jackson
stopped by to see us recently.

Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and Carol Hardee
Melanie Leon
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Wildlife Center Volunteers
Photo, left, Wayne Hardee, our son, has been a
great help to us as Ron and I grow older by the
day. Here, he is putting finishing touches on our
outdoor bobcat enclosure, which required an
addition of chain link fencing and other
reinforcing materials for added safety.
Photo below, Ron Hardee & Esther Plummer

Ethel Huggins volunteers on site to
help Leslie Johnson

New squirrel mom, Sandy Adams, made friends
with Laddie and Max
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Wish List

Foods: Dry or canned dog, puppy, cat, or kitten food, unsalted, roasted peanuts, shelled or
unshelled pecans, wild bird and sunflower seeds.
Supplies for baby animal care: fleece fabric (can be purchased at Joanne’s Fabrics), which is
used to make sleeping hammocks for raccoons and squirrels
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, unscented, liquid laundry detergent and unscented fabric
softener sheets, black, heavy duty trash bags with tie strings bathroom tissue, liquid dish soap,
liquid hand soap, zip-lock, gallon-size freezer bags
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas, and
equipment required to “do the job.” With the extensive renovations that are under way, we
could sure use some extra capital. We really appreciate all of our wonderful members who have
supported this work-without you, we could not succeed in rehabilitating so many lives. Please
help us to continue our efforts.
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All donations are tax
deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by
the state of Florida. Tax exempt # 59-3130774

If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.

In Memory of:

Member, Glendon Kilroy who passed away in November, 2012.
Tom Pomeroy, who, for years was a volunteer for Lora Smith in Flagler County, passed away
in December, 2012. Tom transported many fawns and baby otters to us over time which was
so helpful and saved precious lives. Tom and his wife Judy, who survives him, also raised baby
gray squirrels for many years.
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years.
We thank the wonderful staff of Disney’s Animal Kingdom- Hospital Manager,
Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to help us and to support our
efforts to restore the lives of the injured and orphaned.
A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital-Dr. David
Jourdenais, who has assisted us for over 20 years; Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton
and staff; Dr. Pultz -Town & Country Animal Hospital for accepting animals from Seminole
County Animal Services until we can pick them up. All of these dedicated veterinarians and
their wonderful staff have assisted the Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for caring. We
also thank the staff and Dr. Robert Hess at the Winter Park Animal Hospital who collected
donations for local wildlife rehab centers over the holidays.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting injured water
birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce, BJs Lake Underhill for
the bakery items, and thank you to long time friends at Winn Dixie for the dog and cat foods.
We wish to thank the Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their support over the years.
Thank you Jeanie Galloway, a kind-hearted member who takes the time to send the animals
items on the wish list regularly.
A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals that we love.
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They have worked
very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they have done for us and for the
animals.
We wish to thank Sue Small and all of the wonderful staff at the Florida Wildlife Hospital in
Melbourne, FL, for accepting animal patients from us.

Juvenile flying squirrel

Baby river otter
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Thank You To The Following:
Wildlife Center Volunteers

Thanks to Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and her daughter, Melanie Leon, for their assistance and
support.
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and Ken Burnham for assisting us with releases.
You have helped us so much, and we do appreciate it.
We thank the Lyon family-Stephanie, Pete, Michael, and Mathew for helping to prepare the
newsletters for mailing.
We want to thank CPA, Michelle Wacker for keeping our corporate records and monthly
receipts up to date for us as well as filing our annual IRS report.

Esther Plummer recently released
squirrels that she helped to raise.

We owe a special word of thanks to Gail Harris for raising songbirds for the Center under
our permits. Unless you have personally raised a baby bird from hatchling to release, you
cannot know of the work and sacrifice that it demands.
Our Wildlife Caregivers, who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species, and transport as needed: Bill and Leslie Johnson,
Lindy and Lindsay Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo,
and Esther & Wallace Plummer. Thanks!
On site helpers, Ethel Huggins, Alice Kerr, and Tom Capellini.
Wildlife Caregivers, who specialize in one or two species: Squirrels: Wendy Murdock, Beth
Reittinger, Betty & Amado Bobadiola, Terri White, Terry Beckett,
Kelly Duboise, Donna Holly, Nap & Joanne Salvail, Bob and Iris Reynolds, Helen Schmid, &
(raccoons) Jennifer Fletcher Odum
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Wayne Kolodey, Frankie Thompson,
Valerie Jenkins, Sandy & Bill Baker,
Jack & Sandy Juba, Becky Hopson, Stephanie Lyons, & Melanie Freire.
We wish to thank Ron’s brother, Jack Hardee, and nephew,
Larry Hardee, for helping us with many hours of work on the web site and with the newsletter.
Ron and I would like to thank our son, Wayne Hardee, for
his help completing repairs, cage cleaning, and many projects here on site.
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BECOME A MEMBER — Members receive the newsletter for one year. Issues full of stories and updates on all
of your wild animal friends! Donations of $50+ also receive a beautiful 8x10 full-color photo, suitable for framing.

Please notify us of address changes-bulk mail is not forwarded to you or returned to us. ***
Your membership expiration date is listed on your mailing label. ***Thanks for your support!

 Individual ($20)
 Family ($25)
 Business ($100 - $999)
 Corporate ($1000+)
 Other $_____________
April 2013 Newsletter
Thank you for your support!

Please fill in the following if the newsletters are to be mailed to an address different from that on your check:
NAME ____________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS___________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida (or WRC)
MAIL TO: 21117 Reindeer Road, Christmas, FL 32709 PHONE: 407-568-3200
Or Join on line at our website by using a credit card payment. Donations are tax deductible.

