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We must prepare for all that comes our way over the busy spring, summer, and fall
months as injured and orphaned wildlife of many species will surely arrive. Over
the winter months, we remained busy; but it certainly was nothing like the rest of the
year when numbers of arrivals increase dramatically. In January and
February, we had our outdoor raccoon habitats rewired and made some needed
improvements in our large aviary, which of late has been used more for large
mammals. Our son, Wayne Hardee, helped with some of this, and we want to thank
him for his labors. We also had to replace more than two dozen outdoor faucets with
the kind help of one of Ron’s brothers, Dickie Hardee. Our volunteers and
veterinarians have assisted us whenever the need has arisen, and for their help, we are
so grateful.
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Arrivals and Releases
Red Fox
On January 12, we received a young red fox from the Apopka, Florida area. He was emaciated and
had a tormenting case of mange. Nevertheless, we felt that his life could be saved. On his first day
in care, we began treatment with ivermectin which is administered for three treatments every 10
days. We also gave him distemper, parvo, and rabies vaccinations to protect him from these
dreaded diseases. What an appetite he had, devouring large amounts of food and regaining his
weight rapidly. The fox grew his beautiful coat of fur back and became quite handsome. We were
able to release him the end of February on private property. These before (photo left) and after
(photo right) photos speak volumes as to the wonderful metamorphosis that occurred. Such cases
lift our spirits as the cure is fairly simple, easy to administer, and cost effective. Hopefully, this
youngster will have the long and healthy life that he so deserves.

Water Birds
This injured snowy egret was rescued over the winter months,
and the avian department at Sea World agreed to accept him for
care and rehabilitation. We are grateful to have available their
expert staff of veterinarians and technicians to take x rays,
perform surgeries, and provide for the on-going treatment
necessary for these patients.
Very soon, phone calls will come in reporting that baby
sandhill cranes have been found with no parent birds to be
seen. There will also be the annual calls from Kraft Gardens
in Winter Park, Fl, when the baby herons, egrets, and anhingas
fall from the nests there every May.
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Arrivals and Releases
Turtles

The eastern box turtle pictured above was in care over the winter months for a leg injury. He was
found wedged in a drain pipe from which he could not escape and in the process of struggling,
injured one of his front legs. Since he could not walk normally, the kind people who found him
brought him to us for rehab. Whenever the weather was mild, I housed him in an outdoor pen
where I provided hay bales in which he could hide as well as water and many tempting foods. For
a few days, he would not touch any of the delicious fruits and vegetables offered: strawberries,
watermelon, pears, apples, peaches, grapes, lettuce. He was not interested. It had been a few years
since I had a box turtle in care, but I remembered that others tended to be carnivorous; so I offered
him a shallow bowl of canned dog food. This was on a day when he was being housed inside in
an aquarium due to the weather being nippy outside. As quickly as he could, the picky turtle went
over to the food bowl and began wolfing down the chunks of dog food until they were all devoured.
Problem solved. Another thing that they will consume in care is earth worms and night crawlers,
but I did not have any on hand at the time. Whenever I brought him indoors due to the cool
weather, I also provided a full spectrum reptile light so that he would receive the UV rays
necessary. When the box turtle was fully healed and functional, I called the nice man who had
brought the turtle in for care so that he could release him back to his home territory. The gentleman
told me that he had made modifications to the drain so that another mishap would not occur. This
was a very lucky turtle to have been found and rescued before he died, and we were all thrilled at
his nice recovery.
We were not so fortunate with a gopher tortoise that was admitted having been severely injured
by a car. I called Sea World on that Super Bowl Sunday, and they were willing to work on him. I
thought that I would have to drive him there, but my friend, Mary Ann Rouch, agreed to transport
for me, which she did. Unfortunately, the tortoise died over night before the repair surgery could
be attempted on the following day. I felt bad but knew that all of us did what we could to save him.
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Arrivals and Releases
Southern Flying Squirrels

In our last issue of Wildlife Tales, I related that we had a flying squirrel in care from an injury and
that she gave birth to babies. I had been hand feeding her three times per day with squirrel formula, and she had become very calm with my handling. Once I saw that she was giving birth on
October 28th, I did not hand feed her or disturb her nest box for fear that in fright, she would harm
her babies. Once per day, I would shine a flashlight into the cage and cardboard bed box to catch a
quick glimpse of the family. Early on, I would see some of the tiny, hairless babies as they received
a meal from their mom, but I was not able to count them because I feared disturbing them. Later,
I would see a tiny head with a sparse coating of fur, and as time went on, fully furred babies were
seen. When the babies were five weeks old, I finally moved them and the mother to a container so
that I could clean their cage (photo below). At this point, I found that there were four young, three
females and one male, all very healthy. All grew up well and healthy with no problems
encountered.
The family was moved to an outdoor walk-in squirrel cage in January, and on March 1, we released
them by hanging the flying squirrel box with them inside from an oak tree limb. My son, Wayne,
helped me by climbing up a ladder with the box and hanging it securely with the family safely
inside. I also hung a feeder filled with squirrel goodies from a lower branch so that I could restock
it each night. I thank Marshall Wolfe for building several beautiful flying squirrel release boxes for
me. Marshall has been a good friend to our center and has built many squirrel bed boxes, feeding
boxes, and some nice raccoon bed boxes as well.
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Arrivals and Releases

The other six flying squirrels received in the fall were raised together and were
released on the same day as the mother and her now grown young. The two whom I raised from
neonates remained friendly and would come to me when I put my hand in their bed box. The
others, received for care when older were less friendly as would be expected. In January, two
separate flyer babies, a female and a male, were admitted weighing 18 grams each. They were
hand fed until early March, and then were weaned and graduated to one of the outdoor habitats,
where they are in care as this volume is being written. Once I place them in their outside cage, I
provide water, fresh produce, seeds, and nuts daily. Southern flying squirrels are nocturnal,
coming out of their nests after dark and sleeping during the daylight hours. Many people do not
realize that they are a native species of Florida because they are seldomly observed. They are
one of my favorite animals to raise but are very labor intensive when very young, requiring many
feedings throughout the day and night.
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Arrivals and Releases
Eastern Gray Squirrels
During December and January, all of the gray squirrels that had been in care over the fall months
were released. In Florida, we are fortunate to safely release rehabilitated animals over the winter
months. Of course, we carefully monitor the weather forecasts to ensure that mild temperatures
are predicted. Early in February, as expected, we began to receive another wave of baby squirrels.
A moderate amount always comes this time of the year, but is nothing like the numbers received
in August through October. All of these were old enough to receive feedings four times per day,
which is easier on us. Last fall, I had so many to hand feed that, at times, the baby squirrel feedings
took up 10 hours per day, leaving little time for all of the other tasks to be done daily. I am grateful
to have a number of trained volunteers who raise baby squirrels for our center and who donate their
valuable time to save these precious lives.
The two baby squirrels were
brought to me by a woman who
had raised them for two weeks.
Upon arrival, they were
dehydrated from diarrhea, under
weight, and not doing well
overall. I immediately gave
them clear fluids orally for the
next 12 hours and then gave
them squirrel formula which was
diluted with extra water,
gradually increasing to regular
strength. I treated their irritated
skin with A & D ointment, and
they responded beyond my
expectations. The photo (right)
was taken after two weeks of
care.
These two infant gray squirrels
came in from Walt Disney World.
They were in very good shape
when they arrived, and within a
week, they went to Iris and Bob
Reynolds, who have been good
squirrel parents for the WRC for
many years now. Bob and Iris will
care for them until the they are
weaned. The squirrels will then
be brought back to the center to
spend a month in an outdoor
squirrel habitat until release time.
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Arrivals and Releases

Raccoons
Throughout the winter and into early spring, the raccoon babies have slowed down a bit, which has
given us a little break from our brutal schedule of last year. If we have four to six raccoons on the
bottle to feed four times per day, we feel as though we are on vacation! Once they are weaned and
move to an outdoor cage, Alice Kerr, my 86 year old mother, cleans the cages and feeds them twice
per day. Frankly, I don’t know how we would manage without her help. Even on her birthday or
Mother’s Day, I’ll tell her to take the day off and let me do the work, but she always declines the
offer. Raccoons can be very difficult to raise in a rehab setting as they are susceptible to so many
diseases and parasites. With our strict protocol in place for years, we have managed to prevent the
spread of diseases such as distemper and parvo. Incoming raccoons are isolated for 30 days unless
they are old enough to receive their vaccinations, in which case we will combine them a few days
after receiving their shots. They receive inoculations every three weeks until three sets have been
administered. We also, during this time, give parasitides to rid them of worms and other parasites
such as coccidiosis. Usually, once they are old enough for an outdoor habitat, all of the treatments
have been completed. When injured adults are admitted that we think can be rehabilitated, they
also receive the shots but only one set. To raise a baby raccoon until release, easily costs more
than $100, but they are worth it.
Over the past six months, we have seen many more cases of mange than usual - raccoons, a fox,
gray squirrels, and even flying squirrels have been admitted with it. We are happy to report that all
of these cases were cured of this insidious parasite although some were strange looking until they
grew their fur back. The photo, above, is of one of our baby raccoons currently in care.
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Arrivals and Releases
Opossums
Over the winter and into the spring months, we received a succession of adult, car hit opossums, one
after the other. It was almost uncanny as after each one was released after recovery, another would
arrive within a day or two. The first three admitted came in with concussions and were all males.
They each were in care for two to three weeks. Then we received an adult female with tiny babies
in her pouch. She had a non life threatening injury to her nose and sniffled for a few days but
recovered nicely. With each of these adults, we housed them indoors in a large stainless steel
kennel for a few days to observe them for any unforeseen problems. Then they were moved to
our large barn, where I have bales of hay arranged to provide a “house” for them. They have food
and water bowls and ample room for exercise, not that opossums are into working out that much.
Through the years of caring for them, we have found that opossums truly do love persimmons,
On February 16 th, we began to receive tiny neonates, the first three weighing in at only 18 grams.
This meant that I would return to 3 am feedings until they grew bigger. I have run into difficulties
in the past with some of the commercial formulas which work well for squirrels, juvenile opossums,
and raccoons but were not satisfactory for tiny opossums. As of last year, I began to use the formula
recommended by the National Opossum Society, and although it has many ingredients, I have
managed to save all 12 opossums which arrived this spring which were 18 - 22 grams. I lost an
early arrival that was only 10 grams, and others that were only 6 and 7 grams whom I could not
tubally feed as they were too small. My babies no longer require a 3 am feeding, which pleases me
immensely, but I am feeding at 7, 11, 3, 7, & 11. This schedule does not allow much time between
feedings for other work which must be completed, but I manage.
The neonate opossum on the left was
photographed soon after its arrival with two
siblings. The photo below, left, was taken a week
later, and the photo ,below right, three weeks
later.
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Arrivals and Releases
Opossums
(Photo left) Here, Terri Beckett and I are bringing
an opossum to his outdoor habitat. While
driving, Terri Beckett, a board member and longtime friend, found him on a road, surrounded by
vultures which were pecking him. She immediately
retrieved a large plastic storage container and was
able to scoot the injured animal into it. Her quick
actions no doubt saved his life. He had sustained
a concussion but recovered from it quickly while
in our care. Terri and her husband, Bill Beckett,
returned to the center several weeks later when the
opossum was ready for release. They took him
back to a safe area in their neighborhood where he
obviously had been living for some time.

Cottontail Rabbits
Recently, we have admitted several baby cottontail rabbits, most of which were transferred to
rehabilitator, Gail Harris (photo above left) in Geneva, Fl. Gail and I have worked together for
some time now as she prefers to rehab birds and bunnies as well as gopher tortoises while I
specialize in raccoons, opossums, and other mammals. The cottontail in the photo spent about a
week at my center before being placed with Gail, and he seemed to be coming along very well.
Gail also has had good luck in releasing rabbits on her property where they thrive on her lovely 40
acres.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Christine & Brian Roy, squirrel parents

Ron Hardee feeding a baby raccoon

Tom Capellini has been with us for many years.
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Dr. Jane Fishman Leon with Laddie

Wildlife Center Volunteers

Esther Plummer and Terri White pose with
Bobbi, a baby raccoon.
Dr. David Jourdenais examined a baby
raccoon at Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital.

Wendy Murdock raises baby squirrels for us.
Alice Kerr, Leslie Johnson, & Carol Hardee
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Frankie Thompson, transporter

Sandy Juba, transporter

Wayne Koladay, transporter
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Donna Holly was not the squirrel whisperer in
this photo- she was the squirrel giggler.

Wildlife Center Volunteers

Wayne Hardee rewiring cages at the center

Melanie Leon

Bob & Iris Reynolds, squirrel parents
Pete & Stephanie Lyons help with the newsletter
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Farewells....
In memory of Bob Mautino, who passed away this
year on January 18, a long-time member and friend
to wildlife. Donations were made in his memory to
our center from family and friends,
including his surviving spouse,
Lynn Brown Mautino. This photo was taken of
Bob in 2001 when he visited us and posed with
Shoshone, a permanent great horned owl that we
had at that time.
In memory of Dr. Paul Schmid, who passed away on December 17, 2013,
survived by his wife, Helen Schmid, a long-time volunteer who has raised
bunnies, squirrels, and armadillos for our Center. We are saddened by this loss.
In memory of Robert Southerland, who passed away in December, 2013. He is
survived by his wife, Sue Southerland, who has been a member of the WRC for
many, many years.

In loving and eternal memory of my companions who passed away in December,
2013: Max, (above, left) a toy fox terrier and the smartest dog whom I have ever
known, from heart failure at age 14 years and Rusty (above, right), a chihuahua
age 15 years +, who at only 6 pounds was a big part of my life. Over the past two
years, four of my six beloved canine companions have left me with a void that
cannot be filled. Rascal, Shiloh, Max, and Rusty, how I miss them all.
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Wish List

Foods: Dry Pedigree, Purina, or Science Diet Puppy food, unsalted, roasted peanuts, shelled
or unshelled pecans, wild bird and sunflower seeds, any brands of dry or canned dog and cat
food.
Supplies for baby animal care: infant “receiving blankets”, fleece fabric (can be purchased at
Joanne’s Fabrics), which is used to make sleeping hammocks
General Supplies: Copy paper, glossy photo paper
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, unscented laundry detergent, heavy duty black, trash bags
with drawstrings, Charmin bathroom tissue, facial tissues, liquid dish soap, liquid hand soap,
zip-lock, gallon size, freezer storage bags, tall, white, drawstring kitchen bags
Monetary Donations are always welcomed to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas, and
equipment required to “do the job.” We really appreciate all of our wonderful members who
have supported this work-without you, we could not succeed in rehabilitating so many lives.
Please help us to continue our efforts.
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All donations are tax
deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by
the state of Florida. Tax exempt # 59-3130774

If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.

Catbirds
From October through April, catbirds reside in
Florida and then migrate back to the northern
states to raise their young. During the time
that they are here, we put cut fruit out for them
every day and really enjoy watching them feed.
We also have several bird baths for them which
they thoroughly enjoy. Each morning, we also
fill squirrel feeders with sunflower seeds and
roasted peanuts and we sprinkle a small bucket
of wild bird seeds on the ground for the variety
of birds which feed here.
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Ron’s brother, Dickie Hardee, came over to help
us replace more than two dozen outdoor faucets
at the center in February.

Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years.
We thank the wonderful staff of Disney’s Animal Kingdom- Hospital Manager,
Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to help us and to support our
efforts to restore the lives of the injured and orphaned.
A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Dr. Jane Fishman Leon; Geneva Oaks
Animal Hospital-Dr. David Jourdenais, who has assisted us for more than 20 years;
Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton; East Orange Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson,
Mayfair Animal Hospital, Kissimmee,-Dr. Whaley, Lake Howell Animal Clinic-Dr. Diaz for
special turtle and avian care, Town & Country Animal Hospital-Dr. Pultz, and the vets and
staff at Boggy Creek Animal Hospital. All of these dedicated veterinarians and their
wonderful staff have assisted the Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for being there
when we need you.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting injured water
birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce, BJs Lake Underhill for
the bakery items, and thank you to long time friends at Winn Dixie for the dog and cat foods.
We wish to thank the Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their support over the years.
Thank you, Jeanie Galloway, a very good friend who purchases wish list items for the wildlife
in care and ships the packed items to us. She has done this task for many years, and we so
appreciate her kind spirit.
A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals that we love.
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They have worked
very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they have done for us and for the
animals.
We wish to thank Sue Small and all of the wonderful staff at the Florida Wildlife Hospital in
Melbourne, FL, for accepting animal patients from us when we reached the breaking point.
Thanks goes out to the Southland Publix Grocery at Orange Avenue for donated dry dog and
cat foods for the raccoons-a big need right now and always.
Thanks to Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and her daughter, Melanie Leon, for their assistance and
support.
A big thank you goes to Marshall Wolfe, who has been so kind to build squirrel bed boxes,
feeders, and raccoon bed boxes for us whenever we need them-and we always seem to need
something!
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and Ken Burnham for assisting us with releases.
You have helped us so much, and we do appreciate it.
We want to thank CPA, Michelle Wacker for keeping our corporate records and monthly
receipts up to date for us as well as filing our annual IRS report.
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Thank You To The Following:
Wildlife Center Volunteers

We thank the Lyons family-Stephanie, Pete, Michael, and Mathew for helping to prepare the
newsletters for mailing. It is a tedious effort, and we are grateful.
We owe a special word of thanks to Gail Harris for raising songbirds for the Center under
our permits. Unless you have personally raised a baby bird from hatchling to release, you
cannot know of the work and sacrifice that it demands.
Our Wildlife caregivers, who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, & care for a wide variety of species: Bill and Leslie Johnson, Lindy and Lindsay
Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White, Jennifer Odum, Thressa Jones, and
Esther & Wallace Plummer. Thanks!
On site helpers, Ethel Huggins, Alice Kerr, and Tom Capellini.
Wildlife Caregivers, who raise squirrels: Terry Beckett, Kelly Duboise, Donna Holly,
Nap & Joanne Salvail, Bob and Iris Reynolds, Wendy Murdock, Lisa McQuarrie,
Beth Reittinger, Christine & Brian Roy
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Wayne Koladey, Frankie Thompson,
Valerie Jenkins, Sandy & Bill Baker, Jack & Sandy Juba, Becky Hopson, Stephanie Lyons, &
Melanie Freire.
We wish to thank Ron’s brother, Jack Hardee, and nephew,
Larry Hardee, for helping us with many hours of work on the newsletter & web site.
I would like to thank my son, Wayne Hardee, and grandson, Alden Hardee, for
their help with completing repairs, cage cleaning, and many projects here on site.

Ron took this photo of a female hummingbird enjoying one of the feeders that we have for them
at the center. This one is located right outside one of the windows so that we can watch them
from inside. We use the standard formula for hummingbirds which is 1/4 cup of granulated sugar
to 1 cup of water. In cool weather, the mixture will stay fresh for a week, but in the summer here
in Florida, I refill with fresh mixture every other day.
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BECOME A MEMBER — Members receive the newsletter for one year. Issues full of stories and updates on all
of your wild animal friends! Donations of $50+ also receive a beautiful 8x10 full-color photo, suitable for framing.
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