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Within this issue of our news letter, we will try to catch you up with
many events that have transpired over the past few months. During
April and May, I personally worked many 12-16 hour days, 7 days per
week. I finally came to the realization that at age 65, I cannot keep up
that pace indefinitely. With that in mind, we have hired long-time and
trusted volunteer, Lindy Williams, on a part time basis, and it is helping
us tremendously. The demands of operating the center are ever
increasing, and yet, Ron, my mom, and I are hard pressed to complete
so many tasks. We intend to continue for the sake of the wild ones who
need and deserve our help in their most desperate hours.
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Since our last newsletter was completed, we in the rehab community have faced many trying
experiences. On the morning of April 4, fellow rehabber and friend for 30 years, Mary Jane Isner
called me with terrible news. Her husband, Dale, had died suddenly the night before. She asked if
I would be able to take in her many animals in care, and, of course I said yes. I had already made
arrangements to transport two fawns to the Florida Wildlife Hospital in Melbourne that morning;
so I called director, Sue Small, and explained the dilemma of caring for more opossums, raccoons,
songbirds, & rabbits from Mary Jane’s facility. Sue graciously offered to take these animals in addition to the fawns. Our volunteer, Esther Plummer, agreed to drive to Altamonte to Mary Jane’s,
load all of the wildlife in her van, come by the WRC, add the fawns, and continue driving to Melbourne on the mission of mercy. While Esther was on her way on the first leg of her journey, I
drove to Geneva to pick up the fawns and returned to the WRC as Esther arrived. We frantically
fed all of the birds, made sure that small animals were warm enough for the trip, and Esther hit
the road once again. Without the help from the staff at the Florida Wildlife Hospital, I truly do not
know what would have happened. Mary Jane indicated that she would plan to return to the wildlife
rehab arena when squirrel babies come in for care in mid July, and she has done this. Dale Isner
was kind enough to help Ron build a big barn on our property. He came out every day to help until
the job was finished, and it was heavy, difficult work. We will always remember Dale.
At the height of “baby season”, Ron became ill on June 10, and was able to be seen by his doctor
on June 11. She told us that “It was not good” and to go to the ER. We hurried back to the center
and fed all of the babies (raccoons, birds, and opossums), packed a small overnight bag, and then
headed for the ER. I called Lindy Williams and Esther Plummer, explaining that I would not be
there to feed the tiny animals which required feedings very frequently. I said that I could still care
for those needing four feedings per day. They retrieved all of the animals needing extra care, taking them home with them. This was a huge relief, as from past experiences, we were in for some
long hours at the hospital. Ron was admitted, and to make a long story shorter, was there for a
week and had surgery on June 16 to remove his gall bladder. During that time, I developed a routine of getting up in the morning, completing all feedings, run any needed errands, later complete
mid-day feedings, trek to the hospital for a few hours, return to take care of the evening and late
night feedings, make formulas, clean cages and return phone calls. It was just another ordeal for
the year, and there seems to be a truckload to go around so far. I am grateful to our volunteers who
each took on extra work during this time, to my mom, Alice, who helped so much, and to Ron’s
family for their caring and concern through it all.
On June 27, we received calls from Terri White and her husband David because Terri was very ill
and wished to send her raccoons and opossums to us so that she could go to the hospital. We were
happy to oblige taking in her two opossums and four raccoons. At the hospital, Terri was
diagnosed with meningitis and was told that she was in serious condition with a high fever. After
more than a week, she was able to return home but had to continue on IV antibiotics every 4 hours
for weeks. Through all of this, she worried that she had given us more work and felt that she had
let us down! I cannot believe the dedication that our volunteers have. At the hospital, Terri had
been told that she would have died had she not gone there when she did. We are so grateful that
we did not lose her-it was a close call. Terri plans to resume her volunteer work with us early in
September when she will be recovered from this terrible illness.
We can only hope that no more bad things happen to those we love and care about.
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Arrivals and Releases
Eastern Gray Squirrels
Usually, when we receive the first baby squirrels in mid July, they are neonates,
weighing about 10 grams. This year, the first two were 25 and 27 grams and 2 1/2
weeks old. Next, we received a little male weighing 30 grams, and then came two
boys that were 12 grams each-the “pinkies” that usually arrive early.
(Left) Here is a photo of one of the
baby squirrels eagerly
drinking formula from his syringe
and nipple offered by Ron.
(Below) The two boys have not
opened their eyes at this age and
their time is spent eating & sleeping.
Sounds good to me. Nap & Joanne
Salvail have volunteered to raise
them for us as we know that many,
many more will arrive soon. For
these younger squirrels, we have had
good results by using a formula of
one quarter part Esbilac(powder) and
one quarter part Fox Valley 32/40,
mixed with two parts water. If I think
more weight gain is needed, I also
add one quarter part heavy cream.
We heat the water to 140 - 150
degrees F. After mixing, we
refrigerate it for a minimum of 4-8
hours before using.

(Above) Two neonate, male squirrels arrived
in mid July from our friends at Disney’s
Animal Kingdom. They are fed every few
hours and eat very well. Upon arrival, one
had substantial bruising but is a tough little
guy and has had no ill effects from the injuries so far. I am feeding these two with a
1cc o-ring syringe and a Catac nipple cut in
two to make it smaller for them.
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Arrivals and Releases
Whitetail Deer
Throughout the spring and summer, we received several whitetail fawns injured or
orphaned. We provided initial treatment and later transferred them to the Florida
Wildlife Hospital in Melbourne for on-going care. We so greatly appreciate the
assistance of the director, Sue Small and the wonderful staff there for this help. Due
to several health concerns that Ron has, we have no longer been able to raise the
fawns to the point of release, but we have been able to rescue them, obtain initial
veterinary care, and , in some cases, stabilize them for days after trauma.
Staff member, Lindy Williams,
and her daughter, Lindsay,
brought this orphaned fawn to
us one evening so that we could
feed her. the fawn was fearful and
would not take a bottle of formula
from them when they tried. Once
they arrived, we heated the bottle
to ensure that it was quite warm.
Then, Ron held the baby deer
facing away from him and
between his legs so that she could
not back away. This is the method
that we have used successfully for
years, and it usually works.
This baby was in good condition with no
injuries and was not dehydrated. In a few
days, we were able to transfer her to the
Florida Wildlife Hospital where she was
raised with other orphaned fawns her age
and size. It is important to raise most wild
mammals and birds with their like kind
(called conspecifics). In some instances,
a rehabilitator may be unable to do this if
only one individual comes in for care and
no other facilities have one either. As herd
animals, deer fawns appear to develop well
when they have others to keep them
company. We have observed flighty fawns
calm down considerably when another fawn
nuzzles or licks their face.
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Arrivals and Releases
After a visit to Dr. Jourdenais, who
bandaged the injured leg, this fawn was
very quick to take a bottle of formula
with no coaxing. During the months that
fawns are generally admitted for care,
April, May, and June, we also receive
many phone calls when people see a
fawn without the mother and think that a
rescue is in order. We have several
standard questions that we ask to try to
evaluate the situation. Basically, we
ask if the fawn appears to be injured, is
walking around and crying for the
mother, or if flies are swarming around
it. If the answer is no, we will tell the
caller to leave the fawn alone and check
on it later.
The photos below are of two fawns which needed help and were rescued. They were
thin and crying for their mothers, but their prognosis was very good since they were
found before too many days passed without food and care.
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Arrivals and Releases
Virginia Opossums
The neonates who appeared in our last newsletter have all been released as well as
older juveniles and some adults who recovered in our care. By July, the second wave
of baby opossums began to arrive as they do each year, and I was back to my rigorous schedule of feedings. For very small babies under 25 grams, I use a 3 1/2 French
catheter to tubally feed them. Larger babies can be fed with a 5 French catheter.
(Left) Here I am with the first three viable
opossums which were admitted for care on
Feb. 16 . Their photos were featured in the
April newsletter. As you can see, they grew
very well and healthy in our care.
(Below) A group of juveniles cuddles in
their fleece blanket after being fed.

(Lower, right) This group of two boys
and two girls were brought to me by Nap
Salvail, one of our squirrel volunteers.
These babies weighed 14 grams that
day. I fed them six times per day every 4
hours (7AM, 11AM, 3 PM, 7PM, 11 PM,
and 3 AM) for the first three weeks. The
photo was taken after I had them three
weeks. Now their eyes have opened, but
they are still tubally fed five times per
day. These babies are work intensive for
sure. When opossums are born, they are
the size of a baby bee. We cannot save
them when they are under 12 grams. At
52 days old, they open their eyes, but
would still be in the pouch attatched to
the nipples, At three months of age, they
will crawl around on the mother, but still
nurse from her in the pouch as needed.
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Arrivals and Releases

Raccoons
For years, we have admitted about 200 raccoons per year, which keeps us and our
volunteers very busy. Most of the raccoons needing care are babies-from neonates to
older juveniles, sometimes injured but most are orphaned, needing food and comfort.
Once they are weaned from the raccoon formula and have received vaccinations,
they continue to grow and interact in outdoor pens constructed just for them. As is
the case with neonate opossums and squirrels, raccoons are on the six feedings per
day schedule, which includes a 3am feeding. For a few years, I have awakened at
around 3am on my own without setting an alarm clock, but this year, I have had to
use an alarm as I seem to be more tired as the years progress.

Ron feeding a youngster

Two neonate raccoons

An older juvenile raccoon in an outdoor cage

Dr. Jourdenais and staff with a tiny coon
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Arrivals and Releases

Birds of Prey
In May, a Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission officer brought in an immature
American bald eagle (below, left) The bird was caught at the Orlando Wetlands Park
when it was too weak to fly very far. We gave fluids orally and subcutaneously to
stabilize the bird, which was transferred to the Audubon Center for Birds of Prey the
following morning for evaluation and rehab. After hours, we also rescued this red
shouldered hawk juvenile (bottom, left) which was very emaciated.
We also received these adorable
eastern screech owl nestlings
(below, right) which we
maintained for several days prior
to their transfer. At times, we
really hate to send animals which
we used to raise here to other
facilities, but over time, the
demands on us have increased
tremendously, and we must face
the time constraints now pressing
on us day and night. We are
usually the only facility within the
Central Florida area and beyond
to answer our phone and accept
animals for care after 5PM, seven
days per week, 365 days per year.
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Arrivals and Releases
After rescuing this barred owl, which had
become entangled in fishing line, we sent him to
the BOP center for rehab. He came back to us for
release on the same property. These photos are of
the release.

Other rescues
Ron (bottom, left) was able to capture an injured sandhill crane with a specialized
padded throw net that will not injure the animal target. We housed the crane in our
big aviary (middle) until transport to Sea World could be arranged. (Right) A very
young great egret was brought in for care and was in good condition after its rescue.
This baby also went to Sea World where it had better chances of being raised
with others of the same species.
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Arrivals and Releases
James and John from OIA
helped us to release
opossums and raccoons that
were ready to be free & on
their own at last.

Songbirds and water birds
The photos represent some of the many species received this spring and summer-and
all of them demanding to be fed constantly!

blue jay
n. mockingbird

crows

mixed group

wood duck baby

bluebird
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Arrivals and Releases
Rabbits
Several cottontail and marsh rabbit babies have arrived for care this year. We usually
care for them here for a few days and then send them to rehabilitator, Gail Harris,
who does a great job raising them.

Tortoises
Here is one of the injured
gopher tortoises that we have
recently received for care. He had
some damage to the underside of his
shell from a dog which chewed on
him. Luckily, there were no injuries to
his limbs and only superficial scrapes
to his upper shell. Gail Harris also
repairs injured tortoises and cares for
them until release time. We sent
several serious cases to Sea World for
more extensive treatment.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Tom Capellini has been busy.

Wallace & Esther Plummer

Son, Wayne Hardee and grandson, Alden Hardee
come out regularly to help us
Terri White

Sandy Juba & opossum baby

Jennifer Rosenfeldt
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Donna Holly & friend

Two New Eagle Scouts
Two young men were very busy this year working on their Eagle Scout projects.
They built many squirrel boxes as well as some raccoon boxes for the center. Photo
left-Christian Oquendo and photo right-Alex Brito (with Ron & Carol) both delivered
their wonderful gifts which help the wildlife in care so much. We want to thank the
leaders, scouts, and families of Troop 78 who all contributed to this effort.

13

New Companions Arrive
After losing my canine friends, Max and Rusty, this past December, and Rascal &
Shiloh the year before, I swore that I would not adopt any more dogs because the pain
of losing them was too great. As several months passed I could not adjust to having
only two dogs, Laddie and Scruffy, for there had been six of them sharing my life for
so long. My long time friend, Michelle Wacker, is one of the founding directors of
a canine adoption group, “Poodle and Pooch Rescue of Florida”. I began to look at
their web site every night, see wonderful dogs of all types, and, of course, by April
15, I adopted a 6 year-old, tan, 6 pound chihuahua named Toki. My life
really changed for the better as he is such a wonderful little boy, and the sorrow that I
had felt every day lessened. I continued to check the web site every night, and when
a tiny chihuahua who had similar coloration as my Max was available, I could not
help myself. On June 28, I adopted one more little boy chihuahua named Niblit, five
pounds, black and white. He, too, is an absolute joy and a great pal for Toki. While I
can never replace the four dogs who died over the past two years, I can say that adding these two boys to our family has made a positive change to our lives. I would
encourage anyone who has the love and time available to consider adopting a rescued
pet.
The photo on the left was taken the day that we
adopted Niblit (AKA Mr. Nibbles), whom I am
holding. Ron is holding adorable Toki.
Photo Below- Laddie (12 years old),
Toki (6 years old), Scruffy (also 12 years),
and Niblit (age 7 years) pose on the porch
before going back inside after a walk. All four
dogs are adjusting very well to being a pack
now.

Left-Toki &
Niblit rest
after a long
day.
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In Memory of Lawrence Pultz DVM

We are so saddened to have lost Dr. Pultz, 66 years of age, of Town and
Country Veterinary Clinic, Oviedo, FL, on July 23, 2014. Dr. Pultz had been
gracious to allow Seminole Animal Services to drop off juvenile and infant
wildlife at his clinic so that our center’s volunteers could pick them up there. We
are so grateful to Dr. Pultz and his staff for assisting us in this way for years-the
wildlife community has suffered a great loss in his passing.

Baby River otter

Pileated woodpecker

Wish List

Foods: Dry Purina Puppy food for the juvenile raccoons in care; unsalted, roasted peanuts,
shelled or unshelled pecans, wild bird and sunflower seeds, any brands of dry dog and cat food
for the older raccoons and opossums in care.
Supplies for baby animal care: Fleece, infant “receiving blankets”, fleece fabric (can be
purchased at Joanne’s Fabric Stores), which is used to make sleeping hammocks
Supplies for older animals-bales of hay, hard, plastic toys for the raccoons
General Supplies: Copy paper, glossy photo paper
Cleaning supplies: paper towels- we prefer Viva or Bounty, unscented laundry detergent and
fabric softener sheets, heavy duty, black trash bags with ties, Charmin bathroom tissue, facial
tissues, liquid dish soap, liquid hand soap, zip-lock, storage and freezer bags
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas, and
equipment required to “do the job.”
We appreciate all of our members who so kindly support the animals in our care.
If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization.
All donations are tax deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may
be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by the state of Florida. Tax exempt #
59-3130774
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank long-time members,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for supporting our life-saving work
for so many years.

We thank the wonderful staff of Disney’s Animal Kingdom- Hospital Manager,
Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to help us and to support our
efforts to restore the lives of the injured and orphaned.

A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital-Dr. David
Jourdenais, who has assisted us for over 20 years; Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton;
East Orange Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson, Dr. Diaz-Lake Howell Animal Clinic for
turtle & bird care, Mayfair Animal Hospital-Dr. Whaley, and the vets at Boggy Creek Animal
Hospital. All of these dedicated veterinarians and their wonderful staff have assisted the
Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for caring.
Thanks to Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and her daughter, Melanie Leon, for their assistance.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting injured water
birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce, BJs Lake Underhill for
the bakery items.
We wish to thank the Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their support.
Thank you Jeanie Galloway, who sends giant boxes of wish-list items. What a sweetheart!
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They have worked
very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they have done for us and for the
animals.
We wish to thank Sue Small and all of the wonderful staff at the Florida Wildlife Hospital in
Melbourne, FL, for accepting animal patients from us when needed.
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and John for assisting us with releases. You have
helped us so much, and we do appreciate it.

A mother opossum & babies

Gray squirrels ready for release
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Thank You To The Following:
Wildlife Center Volunteers

We thank the Lyon family-Stephanie, Pete, Michael, and Mathew for helping to prepare the
newsletters for mailing.
Our volunteers who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species, and transport as needed: Bill and Leslie Johnson,
Lindy and Lindsay Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White,
and Esther & Wallace Plummer. Thanks!
On site helpers, Alice Kerr, and Tom Capellini, Marshall Wolfe
Wildlife Caregivers, who specialize in one or two species: Squirrels: Terry Beckett,
Christine & Brian Roy, Lisa McQuarrie, Beth Reittinger, Wendy Murdock, Kelly Duboise,
Donna Holly, Nap & Joanne Salvail, Bob and Iris Reynolds, (rabbits) Helen Schmid,
& (raccoons) Jennifer Fletcher Odum & Thressa Jones
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Wayne Koladey, Frankie Thompson,
Jack & Sandy Juba, Becky Hopson, Stephanie Lyons, & Melanie Freire.
We wish to thank Ron’s brother, Jack Hardee, and nephew,
Larry Hardee, for helping us with many hours of work on the web site.
Ron and I would like to thank our son, Wayne Hardee, and grandson, Alden Hardee, for
their help completing repairs, cage cleaning, and many projects here on site.
Thank you, Marshall Wolfe, for repairs and constructing cages as needed.

Alice Kerr with Toki, my newly adopted
dog who loves a back rub

Marshall Wolfe & Carol Hardee
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BECOME A MEMBER — Members receive the newsletter for one year. Issues full of stories and updates on all
of your wild animal friends! Donations of $50+ also receive a beautiful 8x10 full-color photo, suitable for framing.

Please notify us of address changes-bulk mail is not forwarded to you or returned to us. ***
Your membership expiration date is listed on your mailing label. ***Thanks for your support!

 Individual ($20)
 Family ($25)
 Business ($100 - $999)
 Corporate ($1000+)
 Other $_____________
2014 Aug Newsletter
Thank you for your support!

Please fill in the following if the newsletters are to be mailed to an address different from that on your check:
NAME ____________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS___________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida (or WRC)
MAIL TO: 21117 Reindeer Road, Christmas, FL 32709 PHONE: 407-568-3200
Or donate on line at our website by using a credit card payment. Donations are tax deductible.

