Wildlife Tales
2015 VOL. XXI No 1

Written by: Carol Kerr Hardee

Center News

BOARD OF
TRUSTEES:

Spring is here at last

Carol Hardee,
Chairman
John Metcalf
Vice Chairman

Terry Beckett,
Secretary

Lori Grady,
Treasurer

Jane Fishman Leon,
DVM
Torben Madson III, PA
David Jourdenais,
DVM

This winter, we were busier than usual with telephone calls, admitting orphaned and
injured wildlife, and, in our “down time”, trying to complete extra tasks that we
always allocate for the slower season. We did complete many such jobs, while
others are still waiting for us to have time to tackle them. There are very few
wildlife rehabilitators in this area, and the existing ones are very overloaded. We
are grateful to Mary Jane Isner in Altamonte Springs, Gail Harris in Geneva, and the
Florida Wildlife Hospital in Melbourne for all that they do to help wildlife in need
of care. The photo below is of a bobcat that was admitted with a concussion and
fractures on the night of Saturday, March 7. His story continues on the following
page.
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Bobcat

Arrivals and Releases

When volunteer, Esther Plummer, transported the car hit bobcat here at 9:30 pm, I treated him with
medications for shock, bleeding, and to prevent infection. He was very drowsy from the injuries
and it was easy to administer the injections as well as sub cutaneous fluids. He had bleeding from
a small, deep wound on his upper thigh and I worried that he had sustained internal injuries as well
as fractures. By the following day, he was fully awake, but could not stand up on his hind legs. He
still had full use of his front claws and his formidable teeth. On Monday morning, I called Geneva
Oaks Animal Hospital to make an appointment with Dr. David Jourdenais, who treats our wildlife.
Prior to loading the big cat for transport, I had to inject him with a sedative, no easy feat with a
fully alert adult bobcat. I used a plexiglass shield in front of his face and front paws to prevent him
from mauling my ungloved right hand with which I successfully injected the sedation into his rear
upper leg. Within 15 minutes, I was able to slide the now sleeping bobcat into a carrier and loaded
him into our wildlife van. When I arrived at the hospital, we quickly took the carrier to the x-ray
department, and I told Dr. Jourdenais that I wanted to know now if the bobcat would be salvageable
before I spent days treating him. I knew from the visual results of the impact that the big cat had
taken quite a hit, and I thought that the hip and or pelvis could have been fractured into pieces. If
that were the case, he could not be saved. Dr. Jourdenais and his staff took the x-ray, and it
revealed shattered bones in the hip and femur as suspected. This meant that the beautiful bobcat
had no chance for recovery and was humanely euthanized while under sedation so that he felt no
pain. While this type of case is very difficult on everyone involved, we have comfort in the fact
that we eased an animal’s suffering. Sometimes that is our kindest gift to them.

Dr. Jourdenais held the sedated
bobcat prior to taking the x ray so
that I could have a photo of him for
the newsletter. We soon confirmed
that the bobcat could not be saved.
We are so grateful to have
Dr. Jourdanais and his staff available
to help us with difficult cases. They
are always so kind and caring toward
any of the patients that we bring to
them.
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Arrivals and Releases
White Tail Deer
In November, Ron and I responded to a call in nearby Chuluota because an adult doe had been
injured in a fence and could not walk. With the help from the kind home owner who had called
us, we loaded the deer and drove her to our center for treatment. Unfortunately, we were unable to
save her, and she died from her injuries.
Several weeks later, we received a call about another doe that had been injured in a fence. Orange
County Animal Services staff were able to transport the doe to our center where we treated her. She
was able to regain her strength and could stand up within several hours. We housed her in a large
deer enclosure with a small barn for shelter which she used at night and whenever it rained. The
deer was able to eat equine sweet feed, fruits, and browse which we gathered daily for her.
Although she was well recovered within two weeks, we did not release her until after the legal
hunting season ended on January 4. The photo, below, was taken just prior to her release.
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Arrivals and Releases
Eastern Gray Squirrels
The multitude of baby gray squirrels admitted over the autumn months have been successfully
released, however, we have continued to receive baby squirrels of various ages all winter long.
During February, we received a few batches of “pinkies” , which is the term rehabbers use for
newborn squirrels with no fur. We keep them in plastic pet containers on heating pads or in
incubators. Using soft infant receiving blankets and fleece keeps them warm and comfortable.
We have also been receiving gray squirrels with fur and some with their eyes open. Once the
squirrels are over 100 grams in weight, we house them in a wire climbing cage indoors and
provide a hanging ferret bed, food, and water. We continue to hand feed them on the formula until
they are over 220 grams at which time, we wean them. The next step is their move to an outside
squirrel enclosure furnished with hanging wooden bed boxes, a feed box, water, fresh produce,
and several vertical climbing logs. The squirrels spend more than a month in their habitat
becoming acclaimated to the sights, sounds, and smells of the outdoor environment. Finally, we
load them into containers and take them to appropriate sites where we have permission to release
animals.
Gray squirrels benefit mankind in many ways, including the planting of oak trees by burying
acorns in the fall. I have observed this on our property over the years as many oak trees have
grown year after year having been planted by the industrious little squirrels.
Photo left: one of the neonate gray squirrels
received for care
Photo below, left: a gray squirrel in an outdoor
enclosure relishes maple seeds
Photo below, right: a baby gray squirrel has not
yet opened his eyes to discover the world
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Arrivals and Releases
Opossums
In the last newsletter, a baby opossum’s
story told of his arrival on September 6
and weighing only 16 grams. It was very
unusual to receive an opossum that tiny
so late in the season. He progressed very
well as you can see by the photo at right
when I held him for his picture to be
taken. By this time, I had to use a towel
to pick him up to avoid a nip because he
had become wild just as I wished. When
my “babies” develop their instincts as
wild animals should, I am happy that they
will be able to live normal lives and return
to their natural world. We do not
encourage them to remain friendly or
dependent on us, but rather allow them to
develop their natural instincts necessary
for survival after release. In mid March,
I received three 30 gram opossums, and
they are all responding well to care after
their rough start.

Photo, right, Lindy Williams is our first
employee who works for us part time. Last
year, it became all too apparent that the work
load was more than we could possibly handle.
Lindy had been volunteering for us for a long
time, has her rabies shots, and is well
experienced in wildlife care. We wanted to
hire someone whom we knew well and
trusted. Luckily, Lindy was interested in
earning some extra money and now, we don’t
know how we did all of this without her on
site.
Of course, she and our volunteers, in their
homes, have helped tremendously by caring
for raccoons, squirrels, and opossums over the
years.
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Arrivals and Releases
Southern Flying Squirrels
From batches of baby flyers received in September and October, we had 20 in care through
January and February, when they were successfully released. These included the very tiny three
that weighed only 4 grams upon arrival! Volunteer, Marshall Wolfe, built them special wooden bed
boxes for their release, which have extra small entrance holes. This allows them to have a home
without losing it to the gray squirrels which have plenty of boxes of their own. In January and
February this year, we received still more baby flying squirrels weighing 10-12 grams. These all
prospered with the care that I gave and have now ”graduated” to the outdoor enclosure.
In the ‘90s, I had a flying squirrel which could not be released due to maloccluded teeth. He had
fallen onto a concrete sidewalk face first and subsequently was rescued by a woman who brought
him to me for care. The fall had damaged his mouth causing the teeth to grow in misaligned.
I had to trim the teeth every other week to prevent overgrowth or he would have starved to death.
I named him “Red Baron”, and he remained very tame his entire life, never biting. When visitors
brought animals here for care, I could allow Red Baron to greet them, and he loved being our Center ambassador. When he died after a brief illness, I was devastated. Throughout
these many years since, no other flyers received for care have been unreleasable.
Photo right: One of the tiny baby flying
squirrels eagerly takes his formula from
a small syringe with a cut down “Catac”
nipple.

Two of the “winter” baby flyers pose for
their photo (left).

Photo (right): Four baby flyers snuggle in
their fleece hat.
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Arrivals and Releases
Turtles
Here, we have a peninsular
cooter juvenile that came in
for care in February. When
some warmer weather arrived
in March, I was able to release
her. I housed her in a 10 gallon
aquarium with a uv light above
and provided rocks for basking,
which she enjoyed immensely.
She was admitted to our center
by people who had her as a pet
for two years until she escaped
from them while outdoors in
very cold weather. They found
her after two weeks and then
brought her to me. Luckily, she
fully recovered.

A Baby What?
OK, we only accept native Florida wildlife for
care, but what can you do when someone calls,
saying that they found a baby mouse while
hiking? Of course, you tell them to bring it in for
care. When this little munchkin arrived, I held her
in my hand and said, “This doesn’t look like any
native baby mouse I’ve ever seen.” She weighed
only 6 grams and did not yet have her eyes open.
My best guess after some time pondering was that
she seemed to look like a gerbil. Once her eyes
opened, I was pretty certain of it. I would not let
this tiny innocent die, so I agreed to care for her.
The nice lady who rescued her wanted to take her
back as a pet after she was weaned. I raised her on
baby squirrel formula and encountered no digestive
issues. She was losing fur when first admitted, so
I had to treat her for mange which was iffy due to
her diminutive size. I was able to treat her
sucessfully once every 10 days three times, and
her fur grew back beautifully. After weaning, the
gerbil was adopted by the couple who found her.
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Arrivals and Releases
Birds

During the winter months, we admitted a number of birds. Ron and I captured the sandhill crane
pictured (below, top, left) in nearby Chuluota where he had been observed unable to attain flight.
We transported him to Sea World, where the staff and veterinarians take on the job of assessing and
repairing injuries as well as completing rehabilitation. An injured barred owl (below, right) was
delivered one night to us by a kind Florida Fish and Wildlife officer. The owl was
transported to the Audubon Birds of Prey Center on the following day for continued care. One
of our nice neighbors brought in the male cardinal (below, left) after he had been caught by a cat.
Luckily, the spunky bird only had his pride damaged by losing his tail feathers, which grew back,
allowing for his release. (Photo below, right) I am ready to release a rehabilitated crow.
Soon, we will become immersed in “baby bird season” when nestling and fledgling birds begin to
arrive here for care. We already admitted our first sandhill crane chick which was transferred to
Sea World. Most bird species will leave their nests prior to having the ability to fly. The parent
birds then feed them and protect them on the ground. In these cases, the young birds should be left
with their parents. If a baby bird is found on the ground but has no feathers and cannot yet hop, it
needs to be rescued or returned to the nest if possible. If a cat has caught a bird or it appears
injured, or a sibling is dead nearby, the bird should be rescued. If you touch a baby bird, the parent
birds will accept it back for care. An old wives’ tale persists to the contrary even today.
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Arrivals and Releases
Birds
Our first ever, female painted bunting, (right) was
transported to us by volunteer, Sandy Juba, from
Titusville. The poor bird had become tangled
in Spanish moss and injured her right wing. We
asked the avian department at Sea World to accept
her for treatment, and they did. She will have the
best medical teatment available there from the
veterinarians. Prior to admitting the injured
bunting, Ron and I had observed both a male and
a female on our property. It is always a thrill
because we only see them briefly each year as
they migrate north.

(Left) This is one of the mourning
doves admitted for care in February and
March. We receive baby doves almost
all year long here in Florida where the
weather allows them to flourish.

Rabbits
A juvenile marsh rabbit came
in for care and was transferred
to fellow rehabber, Gail Harris,
who excels at caring for bunnies.
Each year, we receive 20-30
cottontail and marsh rabbits, most
are babies, but some are injured
by cars, dogs, or cats. Rabbits
can be difficult to raise, but they
sure are cute.
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Arrivals and Releases
Raccoons
The raccoons received for care in the fall have been released to make their way in the wild world.
Throughout the year, we admit babies every month, for in the sunshine state, there is no halt to
young ones being born. More tiny babies were admitted this February and March than usual,
partially because there is almost nowhere else for these babies to go for rehab care. We love them
dearly, but the long hours are very difficult for us as we grow older each year. On February 24,
for example, Ron and I worked for 17 hours almost nonstop. We received call after call, and there
were no other rehabbers or centers answering their phones or accepting patients in this general
area; so we had to admit injured and orphaned throughout the night. There was a badly injured ring
billed gull that came in from Brevard on the coast, an injured adult opossum from Sanford, Florida,
which is an hour away, and four infant raccoons whose mother was trapped and taken away to leave
them falling from a high tree to concrete below. We are ever grateful for the volunteers that we
have who unselfishly give their time and dedication to this essential cause.
Due to their susceptibility to parvo and distemper, we isolate the batches of raccoons upon arrival
here, which means that we have one or more baby raccoons in every room. Once they have
completed either 30 days of quarantine or received their vaccinations, they can be housed with
others their size. For this reason, it is most difficult to accommodate the high numbers of animals
needing help. Some babies are found in a yard or street, alone and cold; others come in because
someone trapped their mother and relocated or killed her. We continue to work diligently to rescue
the many whose lives would end without us.
Photo left is of four infant raccoons who
came to us because their mother was
trapped and removed when the babies
were only a week old. One fell 30 feet to
the concrete below the tree nest but
survived. All are prospering in our care
and were fed five times per day until mid
March when they were able to be fed on
the four times per day schedule. That is
always a reason for celebration.

This little guy was rescued and raised by volunteer,
Terri White, until he was about three pounds and
weaned. He joined two others his size, and they
have accepted each other as best pals in an outdoor
raccoon enclosure.

10

Wildlife Center News

We are sorry to report that Leslie Johnson, a volunteer who has been covering south Orlando and
Osceola county for years, had not yet finished physical therapy for an August shoulder injury when
she fell and broke her leg in early January. Leslie underwent surgery and then had to stay at a rehab
facility (for humans) until February when she went home in a wheelchair. She is still recovering
from this ordeal. It has been a very difficult time for all of us, and we are hoping that Leslie will
recover well from these injuries. Here is a photo of Leslie with two baby raccoons that she was
raising.

Jake McGarey a high school junior at
Trinity Prep, has incorporated his own
non-profit, A Voice for Those Without
One, to raise funds for charity animal
groups in the area. In December, he came
by to give our center a check which was so
greatly appreciated. Jake has raised more
than $500 for our facility-what a
wonderful young man he is. In the photo,
Jake is handing me a check for the center. Jake has aspirations of becoming an
equine veterinarian, and I am certain that
he will succeed with any goals that he has.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Terri White and one of her babies

Esther Plummer and I worked on a red
shouldered hawk at the center.

Trish and Frankie Thompson, transporters
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Tom Capellini, on-site volunteer

Wildlife Center Volunteers

Dr. Jane Fishman Leon

Niblet begs from
Christine and Brian Roy

Group shot left to right:
Iris Reynolds, Donna Holly,
Jennifer Rosenfeldt,
Leslie Johnson
Sandy Adams, Bob Reynolds, and
Ethel Huggins

Mary Ann Rouch and I are snacking with dogs,
Laddie & Scruffy
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Wayne Hardee with our dog, Niblet

Ron Hardee feeding a baby squirrel

Stacy and Sammy Russo with their new
addition to the family

My mom, Alice Kerr, works seven
days per week here.
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Wish List
Foods: Dry Pedigree, Purina, or Science Diet Puppy food, any brands of dry dog
or cat foods. unsalted, roasted peanuts, shelled pecans, any unsalted nuts, wild
bird and sunflower seeds
Supplies for baby animal care: infant “receiving blankets”, white bath and hand
sized towels, small size “Catac” nipples for feeding squirrels (available from Chris’
Squirrels and More on line), fuzzy, stuffed animal toys for the baby raccoons
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, especially Bounty and Viva brands, unscented
laundry detergent and dryer softener sheets, black, heavy duty trash bags with
ties, Charmin bathroom tissue, liquid dish soap, liquid hand soap, zip-lock
gallon sized freezer bags with zipper closures and other sizes as well, spray
cleaners such as “409” or Lysol, cleaners for floors.
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas,
and equipment required to “do the job.” We really appreciate all of our
wonderful members who have supported this work-without you, we could not
succeed in rehabilitating so many lives.
If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All donations are tax
deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by
the state of Florida. Tax exempt # 59-3130774

I was delighted when Marshall Wolfe brought
some squirrel feeders that he built.
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years. They have helped us to save countless lives.
We thank the dedicated staff of Disney’s Animal KingdomHospital Manager, Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal
keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to support
the care of many injured and orphaned wild animals.
A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Dr. Jane Fishman Leon;
Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital-Dr. David Jourdenais, who has assisted us for
more than 2years; Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton; East Orange
Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson, Mayfair Animal Hospital-Dr. Whaley and
Town & Country Animal Hospital personnel. All of these dedicated
veterinarians and their wonderful staff have assisted the Wildlife Center in many
ways-thank you for caring.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce, BJs Lake
Underhill for the bakery items, and thank you to long time friends at
Winn Dixie for the dog and cat foods.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting
injured water birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.
We wish to thank the nice folks at Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their
support over the years.
Thank you Jeanie Galloway, who continues to send gifts to the wild ones in care. She has been
gracing us with her thoughtful gift boxes for many years!
A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals that we love.
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They have worked
very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they have done for the animals.
We wish to thank Sue Small and all of the wonderful staff at the Florida Wildlife Hospital in
Melbourne, FL, for accepting some of our special animal patients.
Thank you to Nancy Hunter at Publix store #436 (Orange and Michigan Avenues) for
donating dry dog and cat food for the animals in our care.
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and John Rogers for assisting us with releases.
You have helped us so much, and we do appreciate it.
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Thank You To The Following:
Wildlife Center Volunteers

Jack Hardee (above) helps us with the website and
newsletters for which we are very grateful. Jack is a computer expert and is our
tech for sorting out problems that occur at times.
Thank you, Marshall Wolfe, for building climbing cages and bed boxes for the squirrels and
raccoons, and for completing various repairs at the center.
We thank the Lyons family-Stephanie, Pete, Michael, and Mathew for helping to prepare the
newsletters for mailing.
Our volunteers who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species, and transport as needed: Bill and Leslie Johnson,
Lindy and Lindsay Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White,
Jennifer Fletcher Odum, Thressa Jones, Ethel Huggins, and Esther & Wallace Plummer.
Thanks!
On site helpers, Alice Kerr, and Tom Capellini.
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Wayne Koladey, Frankie Thompson,
Valerie Jenkins, Jack & Sandy Juba, Becky Hopson, Lou Ann Smith, Catherine Harvey,
Larry Carpenter, & Melanie Freire.
I would like to thank our son, Wayne Hardee, and grandson, Alden Hardee, for
their help completing repairs, cage cleaning, and many projects here on site.
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BECOME A MEMBER — Members receive the newsletter for one year. Issues full of stories and updates on all
of your wild animal friends! Donations of $50+ also receive a beautiful 8x10 full-color photo, suitable for framing.

Please notify us of address changes-bulk mail is not forwarded to you or returned to us. ***
Your membership expiration date is listed on your mailing label. ***Thanks for your support!
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Donations are tax deductible.

